Essay Question Options—These questions will be on the test. You will answer one.

It is crucial to provide specific examples of art, literature, architecture, philosophy, etc. to support your ideas (specific means you refer to actual works including title, author and a discussion of details of the work). Be precise and refer to particular objects, people, etc. (i.e. don't just write about these cultures in vague or general ways).  You are allowed the card below with names of 12 examples you think might be useful.

A. You are a very religious nobleman or woman living in Germany in the sixteenth century.   You are concerned about what it means to be a good Christian and so you decide to convert to Protestantism—what convinces you to do this?  However, some time later you find yourself in Italy during the counter-reformation and speak to a Jesuit scholar. Do you become a Catholic again?  Why or why not?  Refer to specific religious beliefs, historical events, artworks and literature when explaining your decision.
B. You are an artist, writer or composer living in Europe in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries (you have a really long lifespan).  Since you like to travel, you visit Britain, France, and Italy, encountering other thinkers along the way.  Write a journal entry describing your travels in these three countries.  Describe the art you see, the literature you read, the religious movements you encounter, and the governments you learn about.  Which is your favourite place, and why?

C. Compare and contrast the artistic outpouring associated with the Sun King’s reign in France with art and architecture outside of Europe including other Absolutist regimes, as well as the New World and Africa. Argue that these artistic products were not only decorative, but served important functions in their respective societies.

D. A number of artists, writers and thinkers address the idea of far off places. In some cases this is a real place they have seen (as in Cortès or Ibn Battuta's writings), or only heard about (Montaigne), in others it is imaginary (as in Thomas More). You could also consider depictions of heaven or hell (Loyola, Bosch), or the past (classical mythology or Bible stories).   Discuss how, by looking at these works about "another world", we can better understand the cultures that made them.
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